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of the Government spokesman in the German National
Assembly and the attitude of the German Press, I was
entitled to assume that the Treaty would not be signed,
and therefore that a state of war would be resumed on
the Saturday.
11 would like to mention in this connection that I
received no information of any sort either from the
German or the English Governments about the extension
of the Armistice period as given in the note of the 16 June,
or of any views the German Government held, in general.
My only sources of information were the English news-
papers, which, as a rule, I received four days after their
publication.
* In the belief that the state of war had been resumed
I gave the order to sink the interned German Fleet on
Saturday the 21 June.
' I first learned of the extension of the Armistice period
to Monday the 23 June, on board the English Flagship
Revenge during the afternoon of the 21 June, through the
interpreter to Vice-Admiral Sir S. R. Fremantle. In my
opinion, therefore, no reflection can be cast on me for a
violation of the Armistice. The proceedings were then
only made possible by the fact that I was isolated from
all Government news of the Armistice and Peace dis-
cussions.
' I was bound to cany out the sinking in accordance
with the order issued at the beginning of the War, which
forbade that any German ship should be allowed to fall
into the hands of the enemy. It was therefore not a
business of the exercise of my own initiative as is repre-
sented in the French Prime Minister Cleinenceau's note,
but rather, solely a proceeding to which I was in duty
bound as an officer in accordance with the above quoted
Government order which has not been cancelled. The
sinking only shows my efforts, as good as they could be
without any news, to carry out my duty as an officer
towards my Government.